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Mr . George L. McPheeters 
Water Division Engineer 
City of Mountain View 
540 Castro Street 

C..A.i.lf"~itt~IA 

.,,.~o 

Mountain View, California 94040 

Subject: 464 Ellis Street 
Fairchild Industrial Waste 

Dear George: 

On September 2, I was conducted through the Fairchild plant at 
464 Ellis Street to observe their methods of controlling chemical 
industrial waste discharges. 
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While time did not permit a thorough tour of all their facilities, 
in the part I was able to observe the handli.ng o f solvents appeared 
to be unsatisfactory. 

Isoprophyl alcohol is used i n small containers to clean parts, and is 
changed frequently. The used solvent is collected in a pan under the 
sink and disposed of later by pouring i t down the drain. Since the 
used s olvent i s actually accwnulated be fore d i scharging , it would 
seem that o the r means of dispos al could be arranged. 

In addition, used trichlor e thy lene i s d isposed o f i nto the sewe r a nd 
coll ected in the neutralizati on pit from whic h i t i s pe r i odically 
pumped . \~hile this is a t yp i ca l me thod o f handling used t rich l or
ethy!enc, it seems to be an easy way for this solvent to fi nd its 
way into the sewe r system . It c ;in b e carried over due co ngi cation 
b y the inc oming s tre am, hy co1nbi n i ng wi t h o t her products in the 
was Le w:it<>.l" by its solubili t y i n wat"r, ;inti by fai lure t o pump 
ouL at cha proper tDne. 

IL is requested that you Accompany me on a more Lhorough t•'Ul. at 
Lhis racHiLy Lo verify my quickly mad<? ovser.vaLion:;, If we find 
that Jn fact their solvent d i aposnl u,e chodli ;ire unsatisC:ict:o\·y. 
they ahou ld hr re-qu<l:Jtc>d to change p rocodurcs. 



I£ in the optn~ .~f ·tine: o:!:(iclua of the ~·~ t.bc: 'IJl:l•Hi.¥ ot 
11olv.en.o 'beJ..ttg ~Hsch~ed u nqt :ii'i,grl..ificant. ~co. oa,11~ ~btiuJd 
bo. r1tq11J.r~ in ~VdMicl!. vU:b '$ai:ti'® ~~ - JS', B .ql: thrt :l{quoa h1 
Vfow ot4l.J:1anc-~ . An -aul}tt-~~ai .xiiot~od o1l6<1 iuc 'C'!l~11·tt13titph)' 
ii 4V4ilab fo by Wni<:h stth>t!llt:JJ -d~tl lJ,. t>o»,l.~vh.I,)' .ldenti.!id, 
Tb Ls llletbod .h 4X.P6'Il•li>~ &Dd t:be aar.ip l.c 'WoUld J111ve to bl? •<'nt 
llUC for analysu. 

Very truly yours, 

CITY OP PAI.o ALTO 

Cl A {~4~trh~.~/ 
W. A. Cha~· 
Associate EnBin~er 

WAC:kh 


